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Geography Challenge

Analyze the maps in "Setting the Stage” for Unit 2 in your text. (Pages 68-69 or "Setting
the Stage in Chapter 7 online) Then answer the following questions and fill out the
afttached map as directed.
1. Locate the Arabian Peninsula on the outline map. Label it. The Arabian Peninsula is
part of which continent?

2. Locate ancient Egypt on the map in the Unit 2 "Setting the Stage” in your text.
Shade it on the outline map and key. Egypt is part of which continent?
3. Locate the Nile River and the Nile River delta on your map. Label them.

4. Four large bodies of water touch the shores of the Arabian Peninsula. Locate these
bodies of water and label them on your map.

5. Locate the kingdom of Israel. Label it on your map. Then locate the kingdom of
Kush. Label it on your map.

6. Locate the two deserts that surrounded much of ancient Egypt. Label them on your
map.

7. What are the two major vegetation zones in both ancient Egypt and the Middle
East?

8. What do the boundaries of ancient Israel tell about its size compared with that of
ancient Egypt? Compared with that of ancient Kush?



Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

9.

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

Considering the environmental factor of vegetation, why do you think civilization on
the African continent began in Egypt, rather than farther west, in central North
Africa?

What do the locations of deserts, rivers, and seas on this map tell us about where
early people were likely to settle?

The kingdom of Kush was an important trading center in Africa. Why might its
location explain this fact?

Ancient Egypt and the Arabian Peninsula have very few mountains. Most of the land
is flat, with some low hills in places. How might the geography have influenced what
ancient people did to make their living? '

While most people who lived in ancient Egypt and the Middle East avoided settling
in nearby deserts, those regions protected them from their enemies. Why do you
think this was frue?

Ancient Egyptians worshiped the Nile River as a god. Why do you think they did so?



GEQGRAPHY CHALLENGE

Ancient Egypt, Kush, and Israel

- ATLANTIC

Ancient Egypt,
about 1500 B.CE.

Yy Kingdom of Kush,
N K\ about 1500 B.CE.

; Kingdom of Israel, | g
. about 1000 B.CE.

071,000 miles Ll
B T S
) L1077 ©7.500 1,000 kilometers L
... Sinusoidal (Sanson-Flamsteed) Projection .

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute Geography and the Early Settlement of Egypt, Kush, and Canaan 1



